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Mill  use  of  apparel  wool  expanded  greatly  during 
World  War  II  because  of  military  requirements,  which 
accounted  for  over  half  of  the  quantity  used.  The 
record  level  of  consumption  in  1946,  all  of  which 
was  for  civilian  goods,  reflected  a  high  level  of  con- 
sumer purchasing  power,  needs  of  veterans  returning 
to  civilian  life,  and  a  building  up  of  inventories. 
The  trend  since  then  has  been  downward.  The  use 
of  wool  for  military  goods  increased  several  fold  in 
1951  and  probably  accounted  for  over  two-fifths  of 
the  total  used  that  year.    The  increase  in  the  use 


of  wool  for  civilian  goods  last  year  was  not  suf- 
ficient to  offset  a  sharp  drop  in  military  usage. 

During  World  War  II,  mill  use  of  wool  for  floor 
coverings  was  restricted  to  about  two-fifths  of  pre- 
war. After  the  restriction  was  removed,  consumption 
increased  sharply,  reaching  a  peak  in  1948.  Mill  use 
during  the  next  two  years  was  only  slightly  below 
that  of  1948.  Consumption  since  then,  however,  has 
been  at  a  much  lower  rate,  reflecting  in  part  the 
greater  use  of  rayon,  cotton,  and  other  materials  in 
the  manufacture  of  floor  coverings. 
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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY 


Item 

'.  PRICES 

Unit        !  1951 

1952 

,                                  :  Last  data 
1953              :  available 

:  Bee. 

: 

Jan.  :    Feb.  :    Mar.  :  Sec. 

:           :           :  as  percent 
Jan.  :    Feb.  :    Mar.  :  of  a  year 
I           :           :           :  earlier 

Cents      :   63.7      60.1      56.1*      53.8      53.0      51.0      51.7      52.*  97 
do.        :    57.1      60.3      60.5      60.2      58.7         1/      58.8      59.0  98 

Boston  market  prices  2/ 
Domestic  wool 
Territory,  clean  basis 

6*'s,  70*b,  80's,  good  French 

combing  and  staple  

56's,  good  French  romMng  and 

staple   

Bright  fleece,  clean  basis 

6*'s,  70's,  80's,  delaine  .... 
56 'b,  good  French  combing  and 

staple   

Foreign  wool,  excluding  duty 
Australian,  clean  basis 

6Vs,  70's,  good  topmaklng  ... 
Montevideo,  grease  basis 


Cents  per  : 


pound 

:  lfl5.0 

182,0 

16*.* 

160.0 

172.5 

172.5 

172.5 

172.2 

108 

do. 

:  1*5.0 

1*3.0 

127.5 

125.0 

132.5 

132.5 

132.5 

132.5 

106 

do. 

:  182.5 

177.0 

I63.I 

160.0 

172.3 

173-5 

171.8 

170.8 

107 

do. 

j  1*0.0 

135.0 

121.2 

120.0 

122.5 

122.5 

122.5 

llfl.5 

99 

do. 


:  I65.O     172.5     156.2     137.5     167.5     172.5     172.5  175.0 


56 's,(l 'si 
50'B,(2's) 


Other  textile  fibers 

Cotton,  middling,  15/16"  37   

Rayon  and  acetate  staple  fiber  */ 

Viscose  l£  denier  

Acetate  5  denier  


COHBUMPTIOII  AHD  SUPPLIES 


1951 


1952 


Oct.  *  Hot. 


Dec. 


Jan. 


Oct. 


Hot. 


Mill  consumption,  scoured  basis  jj 

Per  week,  during  month  8/  * 

Apparel  (domestic  and  duty-paid        *  * 

foreign  *  1,000  pounds  * 

Carpet  (duty-free  foreign)   '  do.  * 

Accumulated  since  January  1 

Apparel  (domestic  and  duty-paid 

foreign)   : Million  pounds2 

Carpet  (duty-free  foreign)   j  do. 

Imports,  actual  weight  °7                       !  s 

Apparel  wool  (dutiable)  '•  do.  '• 

Carpet  wool  (duty-free)  :  do.  1 

Accumulated  since  January  1  : 

Apparel  wool  (dutiable)  :  do. 

Carpet  wool  (duty-free)   •  do- 

Imports,  clean  content  9/  : 

Apparel  wool  (dutiable)   *  do. 

Carpet  wool  (duty-free)   '•  do. 

Accumulated  since  January  1  '• 

Apparel  wool  (dutiable)   *  do. 

Carpet  wool  (duty-free)   :  do. 

Reported  stocks,  scoured  basis  10/  : 

Apparel  wool  :  do. 

Privately  owned  :  do. 

Domestic  wool   •  do. 

Foreign  wool   do. 

Government  owned  :  do. 

Carpet  wool  :  do. 

Wool  fabric  production  t 

Accumulated  since  January  1                 :  Million 

Apparel  fabrics   t  linear  yards 

Government  orders  :  do. 

Men's  and  boys'  wear  :  do. 

Women's  and  children's  wear  :  do. 

Non-apparel  fabrics   :  do. 

Blanketing   do. 

Other  non-apparel  fabrics  :  do. 

Total  woven  fabrics  do. 


6,360  6,368 
1,556  1,663 


6,300  5,866  7,605  7,105 
1,761    2,201    2,572  2,730 


Dec. 


6,7*6 
2,922 


1953 
Jan. 


6,87* 
2,738 


331.5 
88.3 


28.2 
3.2 


357.0 
95.0 


25.0 

*.2 


372.8  397.8 
11*. 1  128.3 


18.* 
2.2 

235.* 
80.3 


16.0 
3.1 

251.* 
83.* 


382.1 
102.0 


31.2 
7.7 

*30.6 
126.1 


20.2 
5.7 

271.6 
89.O 


29.3 
11.0 


30.8 
10.7 

30.8 
10.7 


20.1 
7.7 

20.1 
7.7 


135 
135 
57 
77. 


38 


316.* 
103.9 
105.1 
107.* 
59.0 
31.* 
27.6 
375.* 


127 


3 

:  86.2 
:  78.8 

87.5 
87.5 

80.* 
79.6 

72.0 
69.0 

67.7 
63.2 

67.8 
63.8 

68.0 
6*.o 

68.0 
6*.5 

9* 
93 

1 

:  *2.2 

*1.9 

*0.6 

*0.8 

33.1 

32.5 

32.8 

33.2 

81 

.:  do. 

t  *0.0 
:  *8.0 

*0.0 
*8.0 

*0.0 
**.9 

*0.0 
*2.0 

37.0 
39.0 

* 

% 

92 
81 

117 

12* 


291-5 

319.9 

3*6.9 

3*.* 

117 

93.5 

10*. 5 

• 

116.2 

13.7 

12* 

71.3 

15.3 

2*  .7 

3*.2 

111 

23.5 

1*.7 

20.7 

28.5 

266 

339.7 

355.0 

379.7 

3*.2 

111 

129.9 

1**.6 

165.3 

28.5 

266 

*7.* 

9-6 

15.0 

21.0 

10* 

16.3 

10.3 

1*.3 

19.6 

255 

223.9 

233.5 

2*8.5 

21.0 

10* 

9*.0 

10*. 3 

118.6 

19.6 

255 

162.1 

120 

162.1 

120 

9*  .7 

166 

67.* 

87 

,  5/ 

*2.9 

112 

308.6 

t 

66.9 

110.2 

105 

131.5 

122 

*5.2 

77 

25.2 

80 

20.0 

72 

353.8 

9* 

1/  Hot  computed.    2/  PMA  Boston  Market  reports.    3/  Average  of  10  markets.    */  From  Textile  Organon  beginning  January  1952. 
5 /Hot  available.    67  Preliminary,    jj  Excludes  wool  consumed  on  the  cotton  and  other  spinning  systems  and  in  the  manufacture  of 
felts,  hat  bodies,  and  other  miscellaneous  products.    8/  Monthly  periods  are  *  or  5  calendar  weeks  generally  totaling  13  weeks  each 
quarter.    9/  Imports  for  consumption.    10/  Includes  stocks  held  on  consignment,  stocks  in  process  of  manufacture  up  to  the  carding 
operation,  stocks  held  in  bond,  and  pulled  wool  purchased  by  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  through  the  loan  program;  does  not 
include  wool  held  by  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  for  the  Department  of  Defense  and  wool  held  far  the  account  of  domestic 
growers  except  that  held  on  consignment  for  growers. 


Compiled  from  official  sources. 
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THE    WOOL  SITUATION 

Approved  by  the  Outlook  and  Situation  Board,  April  8  ,  1953 

SUMMARY 

tn  wc  W^ld  .eiDand  f°r  W01  SraduaHy  strengthening,  prices  continue 

to  rise  even  though  supplies  are  somewhat  larger  this  season  than  last. 

Early  in  April,  prices  of  wool  in  foreign  markets  were  35  to  k-~>  per- 
aZ  kTt9ln^m  T  ^e,  staple,  •*>.,  above  a  year  earlier,.  Indications 

I™  l***  W°01  prices  aro  llke1^  to  remain  relatively  stable  at  least  until 
id.  io.~,y  ear , 

since  irlv°iQ^  J08*011         &1S°  Up  °V8r  &  year  ag0 '    Although  the  advances 
llTt  V  I7  195^have  not  been  as  ^eat  as  those  in  the  British  Dominions, 
the  net  change  since  Pre-Korea  has  been  almost  the  same.    In  early  April, 
Boston  quotations  for  fine  and  half-blood  wools  were  above  19^  prop  ^ 
loan  values    while  quotations  for  three-eighths  blood  and  coarser  wools  were 
at  or  slight] y  below  loan  values. 

Prices  received  by  growers  for  1952  clip  shorn  wool  averaged 
53.3  cents  per  pound,  grease  basis.    Prices  received  for  the  1953  clip 
probaoly  will  not  average  much  higher.    The  national  average  support  price 
to  the  grower  for  the  1953  clip  has  been  announced  as  53.1  cents,  grease 
basis,  slightly  below  that  for  the  I952  clip, 

World  wool  consumption  has  trended  upward  since  the  third  quarter 
1951,  when  it  reached  the  low  of  a  sharp  decline.    Consumption  during  1952 
was  It  till  a*°V*  19^'    The  annual  »te  during  the  final  quarter  of  1952 

£ \ILT °UTth^  °Ver  that  °f  the  same  quarter  of  l95l  and  was  well 
in  excess  01  production, 

from  lQ?rSU™ti0n  «  VO°i  in  the  UnUed  StateS  last  ?ear  "as  down  slightly 
the  ull 5flf"  ?S7    f\      aPParel  W°01  WaS  abOUt  ^"tenth  lower,  while 
ifcLs  I*!?     ^     W°f  increased-    The  use  of  apparel  wool  for  military 
forcivnLne^o^S/°Wn  fT        year  bef°re  m°re  than  consumption 
unwara  af£r  ?r  S  in0raSe*'    MU1  VSe  of  aPParel  ™o1  ^Sa*  to  trend 
quarter  of  lw     Z  °f  !  Bhf*  d6Cline  VaS  reached  tolnS  the  first 
one-si^th  ov2       ?he/    6  °f  consumPtlon  d^ing  January  1953  was  up  about 
one-sixth  over  that  of  a  year  earlier. 

1QM  spW°rld  SUPPl^  °f  W0Ql  this  seasonls  somewhat  larger  than  for  the 
over  at  Z  2k  Ifl?^  ^  1&rGer  St°Cks  and  Production..  The  carry- 
ZTs  tin"  ^trl^^  "^^^  h™'  iS  ^  t0  *  "at 

De«innini°oJ%hf  ^  &PParel  ^  Carpet  W°01  in  ths  United  States  at  the 
lltlZ \  Lrt  thJ/ef/fre  UP  fro*  a  year  earlier.    The  increase  for 

TelltlL  6f  6d.the  large  quantit^  °f  domestic  ™°1  "nder  loan. 

£  5  wh^     of"  c°nSUmpti°n  to^g  late  1952,  manufacturers 
time  of  apparel  and  carpet  wool  were  lower  than  usual  for  that 
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•  REGENT  DEVELOPMENTS 

Wool  Pr i ce s  Continue  to  -  ■ 

4d.va.nce  in  Fore  ign  Markets 

.Ouring  the  past  two  months,  -or ices  of  wool  in  foreign  markets  con- 
tinued the  advance  which  began  about  a  year  ago,    Early  in  ipril  -or ices  of 
fine  wools  at  the  Australian  auctions  were  slightly  above  pre-Korean  levels 
and  ranged  from  35  to  45  percent,  depending  on  grade .,  staple,  etc  ,  above 
a  year  earlier,    Prices  in  March.  1952  were  less  than  half  the  peak  levels 
reached  during  the  sharp  rise  following  Korea  and  were  sli-htly  below  nre- 
'K'orea, 

Prices  of  most  crossbred  wools  in  early  April,  however,  were  slightly 
below  lore-Korean  levels,    Most  of  the  increase  in  the  world  supply  of  wool 
is  in  crossbred  wools.     Furthermore,  the  Argentine  government  last  summer 
took  measures  to  encourage  wool  -  exports    including  the  lifting  of  the  export 
tax  and  the  establishment  of  preferential . exchan.  e  rates  for  exports  of 
greasy  and  scoured  wool.     The  bulk  of  Argentine . production  consists  of  cross- 
bred and  carpet  wools* 

Prices  of  wool  at  the  London  auctions  have  followed  the  pattern  of 
prices  in  the  British  Dominions  rather  closely  (table  l)?     After  a  sharp 
advance  to  record  levels  following  "Korea,  wool  prices  declined  to  below  pre- 
Korean  levels  by  early  1952 «     Since  then,  however ,  they  have  trended  slowly 
upward',  '  except  for  temporary  interruptions. 

Boston  Wool  Quotations 
Hig her  than  Year  Ag o 

Quotations  at  Boston  for  both  foreign  and  domestic  wools  in  early 
April  were • somewhat  higher  than  a  year  earlier.     In  general,  however,  the 
increases  over  the  past  year  have  not  been  as  great  as  have  those  at  the 
Australian  auctions-     However,  the  net  changes  since  pre-Korea  have  been 
about  the  same. 

Quot  \tions  for  most  Australian  shorn  Wools  at  Boston  advanced  in  the 
neighborhood  of  5  cents,  clean  basis,  over  the  last  two  months.     However , 
the  increases  over  the  end  of  March  1952  ranged  from  20  dents  for  5^'s,  60' s 
combing  wool  to  40  cents  for  64' s,  ?0' s  warp  and  half-warn  wool,'    The  increases 
in  the  duty-paid: ''prices  ranged  from  about  15  to  25  percent,  depending  on 
grade ,  s  t  an 1 e ,  etc a 

Quotations  for  domestic  wools  at  Boston  have  changed  little  since  mid- 
February,     •'•lthoui; h  quotations  for  some  wools  were  up  or  down  very  slightly, 
those  for  most  wools  were  the  same.     Host  increases  from  a  year  earlier 
ranged  from  5  to  15  percent  (table  2), 

Early  in  April,  Boston  quotations  for  domestic  fine  and  half-blood 
wools  were  above  1952  program  loan  values  while  those  for  three- eighths  and 
coarser  wools  generally  were  below  or  near  loan  values,, 

\  comparison  of  loan  values  and  Boston  market  quotations  in  early 
.April,  is  'iiven  in  table  3° 
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Table  1—  Prices  of  good  fleece  wools  at  the  London  auctions,  in  cents  and 
pence  per  pound,  clean  basis  (Bradford  yield),  "by  months,  1950-53 


Week  ended  1/ 

:  Good  medium  fleeces 

Fine  Crossbred  fleeces 

Crossbred  fleeces 

*  64's-70's.;  64 i s-70!  s 

56'e      ;  56's 

46 fB      *    46 's 

Cents          Pence          Cents          Pence          Cents  Pence 

1950 
January  27 
February  10 
March  16 
March  31 
May  5 
May  19 
July  6 
July  21 
September  22 
October  6 
November  24 
December  8 

1951 

February  2 
February  l6 
April  6 
April  20 
June  6 
July  13 
July  20 
September  21 
October  4 
December  5 
December  14 
1952 

January  25 

February  8 

March  21 

April  3 

May  16 

May  23 

July  18 

July  25 
•September  19 

September  26 

November  -28 

December  12:. 
1953 

January  16 
January  23 
February  20 
March  20 
March  27 


173-9 
158.7 
158.7 
170.4 

177.4 
184,4 
184.4 
193.4 

285.9 
262.6 
282.4 
293.9 

355-9 
364.1 
350.1 

2/ 
309,2 

221.7 

221.7 

145.8 

204.1 

175*0 
178.4 

162.2 
165.2 
147-3 
147-5 
I63  ,5 
I66.3 
181.1 
174.2 
164.6 
171  -  7 
175-1 
177.6 

185.2 
183 .0 
190.3 
193.5 
197,1 


149.0 
136,0 
136.O 
146.0 
152.0 
I58.O 
158.O 
170.0 
245.0 
225.0 
242.0 
252.O 

305.O 
312.0 
300.0 

265.O 
190 -0 
190.0 
125 .0 

175.0 

150.0 

153.0 

140.0 

143.0 

126.0 

126.0 

140.0 
143  .0 
156.0 
150.0 
142.0 
148.0 
150.0 
152.0 

158.0 
156.0 
162.0 
165.0 

168,0 


114.4 

95-7 
93-4 
102,7 
110.9 
114.4 
114.4 
123.7 
198.4 
186.7 
200.7 
227.4 

256.7 
280.1 

256.7 
245.1 
198.4 

2/ 
147.0 
98.0 

139.9 
112.0 
113.0 

95.0 
98.5 
79-5 
72.6 

91.1 
91-9 
104.5 
96.4 
91.6 
99.8 
108.6 
IO7.5 

IO7.8 

93-9 
101.0 

107,9 
107.9 


98.0 
82.0 
80,0 
88.0 
95*0 
98.0 
98.O 
106.0 
170.0 
160.0 
172.0 
195.0 

220.0 
240.0 
220.0 
210 10 
170.0 
2/ 
126T0 
84.0 
120.0 
96.O 
97.0 

82.0 
85.O 
68.0 
62.0 
78.O 
79.0 
90.0 
83.O 
79.0 
86.0 
93.0 
92.0 

92.0 
80.0 
86.0 
92.0 
92  0 


70.0 
60.7 
63.0 
70,0 

75.9 
79.4 
80.5 

89.9 
166.9 

152.9 
179.7 
191.3 

221.7 

228.7 

210.1 
210.1 

145-9 
116,7 
119.0 
78.1 
101.5 
85.2 
88.6 

81.1 

81,1 

57.3 
51.5 
64.2 
64.0 

78.9 
76.6 
74.2 
76.6 
84.0 
81.8 

84.4 
75-1 
78.7 
84.4 

89.1 


1/  Opening  and  closing  weeks  for  each  series,    2  '  No  quotations. 


60.0 
52.0 
54.0 
60.0 
65.O 
68.0 
69.O 
77-0 
143  .0 
131.0 
154.0 
164.0 

190.0 
196.O 
180.0 
180.0 
125.O 
100.0 
102.0 
67.O 
87.O 
73.0 
76.O 

70.0 
70.0 
49.0 
44.0 
55-0 
55.0 
68.0 
66.0 
64.0 
66.0 
72.0 
70.0 

72.0 
64.0 
67.0 
72.0 
76.0 


Compiled  from  Kreglinger  and  Fernau  market  reports.  Prices  convented  from  pence 
to  cents  at  current  rates  of  exchange, 
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1953  Program  Average  Suppo^rt  .>"•  >•••  .   .  •'  •" 

Level  for  Wool  Announced 

It  has-  been  announced  that  support  prices  for  1953  shorn  wool  will 
average  53*1  cents  per  pound;  grease  basis,  to  the  grower,    The  average 
support  price  is  90  percent  of  the  March-. 15,  1953,  parity  price  for  wool 
of  59<>0  cents.    The  average  support  price  for  the  1952  clip  was  54»2  cents. 

The  Agricultural  Act  of  1949  requires  that  the  price  of  wool  be 
supported  at  such  level,  between  60  and  90  percent  of  parity,  as  to  en- 
courage an  annual  production  of  approximately  360  million  pounds  of  shorn 
wool. 

About  89  Million  Pounds  of  Shorn  Wool 
Under  Loan  as  of  January  31,  1953, 

On  January  31,  1953;  advance  or  recourse  loans  were  outstanding  on 
13,924,521  pounds  of  greasy  shorn  wool.    Nonrecourse  loans  outstanding  on 
greasy  shorn  wool  amounted  to  74,255,740  pounds  and  on  scoured  shorn  wool 
to  395,677  pounds.    By  the  end  of  January,  619,041  pounds  of  scoured  and 
6,864  pounds  of  greasy  pulled  wool  had  been  purchased. 

As  of  January  31,  advance  loans  on  2S 847,354  pounds  of  greasy  shorn 
wool  and  nonrecourse  loans  on  5 , 480, 466  pounds  of  greasy  and  61,005  pounds 
of  scoured  shorn  wool  had  been  repaid. 

The  maturity  date  of  advance  or  recourse  loans  under  the  1952  pro- 
gram is  five  months  from  the  date  of  the  note  or  April  30,  1953,  whichever 
is  earlier.    The  maturity  date  for  nonrecourse  loans  which  did  not  mature 
on  January  31  is  April  30,  1953*    As  of  March  28,  1953,  134,871,422  pounds 
had  been  appraised  for  loan. 

The  1953  price  support  program  for  shorn  wool  will  operate  through 
loans.    The  program  for  pulled  wool  will  operate  through  purchases. 

Prices  Received  by  Growers  for  Shorn 
Wool  Much  Lower  last  Year  than  in  1951 

The  average  price  per  pound  received  by  growers  for  shorn  wool  dur- 
ing the  marketing  year  April  1952-March  1953  is  estimated  at  53*3  cents 
per  pound,  grease  basis  (table  4)«    This  compares  with  the  record  of 
97-0  cents  for  the  1951  clip  and  an  average  of  62ol  cents  for  the  1950  clip. 

The  drop  last  year  reflected  the  generally  lower  level  of  wool  prices 
in  world  markets  than  in  1951.    The  record  price  received  for  the  1951  clip 
reflected  the  sharp  advance  in  wool  prices  following  Korea.    The  average 
was  56  percent  above  that  of  the  previous  year,    A  large  part  of  the  1951 
clip  was  contracted  for  at  record  prices  well  in  advance  of  shearing. 
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Prices  received  "by  growers  at  mid-March  1953  for  shorn  wool  averaged 
52.^  cents  per  pound,  compared  with  51.7  cents  at  mid -February  and  53.8  cents 
a  year  earlier.    The  mid-March  1951  average  was  112.0  cents  per  pound,  a 
record  high.    The  mid -March  1953  average  price  was  equivalent  to  89  percent 
of  parity,  the  same  as  at  mid-March  1952  while  that  of  mid-March  1951  was 
199  percent  of  parity. 

Cash  Receipts  for  Shorn  Wool, 
Down  Sharply  Last  Year  I 

Cash  receipts  to  growers  for  the  1952  shorn  wool  clip  have  "been 
estimated  at  il2k  million,  about  $95  million  or  about  ^3  percent  below  .the 
record  received  for  the  19.51  clip  (table  k).    The  decline  reflects  the.  much 
lower  average  price  received;  production  was  up  about  3  percent. • 

Farm  Prices  for  Mohair  Last  Year 
Averaged  Slightly  Less  than  in  1951 

The  average  price  received  by  growers  for  1952  clip  mohair  is  esti- 
mated at  96.2  cents  per  pound,  grease  basis,  second  only  to  the  $1« 18  received 
for  the  1951  clip  (table  5>.    The  average  price  for  the  1950  clip  was 
76.O  cents  and  for  the, 19^9  clip  was  U6.3  cents. 

Cash  Receipts  for  Mohair  •  ■■ 

Also  Declined  Last  Year 

Cash  receipts  to  growers  for  the  1952  mohair  clip  have  been  estimated 
at  $11,7  million,  23  percent  below  the  record  of  $15.2  million  received  from 
the  1951  clip  (table '5).    The  decline  reflects  an  18  percent  lower  .average 
price  and  a  6  percent  smaller  clip. 

Domestic  Wool  Production 
Increased  Last  Year;  Likely 
to  be  Lower  this  Year 

Combined  output  of  shorn  and  pulled  wool  in  the  United  States  this 
year  is  likely  to  be  down  slightly  from  1952.    Sheep  inventories  declined 
1.5  percent  during  1952:  stock  sheep  numbers  were  down  1  percent,  and  7  per- 
cent fewer  sheep  and  lambs  were  on  feed  at  the  beginning  of  the  year. 

Output  of  shorn  and  pulled  wool  last  year  amounted  to  266.0  million 
pounds,  grease  basis,,  probably  equivalent  to  about  127  million  pounds  of 
scoured  wool  (table  k) .    The  total  consisted  of  222. h  million  pounds  of  shorn 
wool  and  33.6  million  pounds  of  pulled  wool.    Combined  output  in  1951  totaled 
251. h  million  pounds,  grease  basis,  or  about  119  million  pounds  of  scoured 
wool.    The  1951  output  was  ;made  up  of  225.5  million  pounds  of  shorn  wool  and 
25.9  million  pounds  of  pulled  wool. 

The  increase  in  the  quantity  of  wool  shorn  last  year  reflects  both 
the  larger  number  of  sheep  and  lambs  shorn  and  a  heavier  average  fleece  weight. 
The  number  of  sheep  and  lambs  shorn  last  year  is  estimated  at  28.2  million 
head,  compared  with  27, k  million  head  in  1951.    The  average  weight  per  fleece 
last  year  was  8.25  pounds,  the  highest  on  record,  compared  with  Q.2h  pounds 
in  1951. 
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The  increase  in  the  quantity  of  wool  pulled  last  year  reflected 
the  larger  slaughter  of  sheep  and  lambs  in  1952*    Commercial  slaughter  of 
sheep  and  lambs  last  year  was  26  percent  above  that  of  1951.    The  average 
weight  per  skin  was  3 .69  pounds,  compared  with  3.^9  pounds  the  year  "before. 

Mohair  Production 
Continues  to  Decline 

Production  of  mohair  in  the  7  leading  States  in  1952  is  estimated' 
at  12.1  million  pounds,  grease  basis,  about  6  percent  less  than  the 
12.9  million  pounds  for  1951  (table  5).    Output  in  1952  was  the  lowest 
since  1925.    Except  for  1950,  mohair  production  has  declined  each  year 
since  19^-5  when  a  record  of  22.0  million  pounds  was  produced* 

The  drop  in  production  last  year  reflected  the  smaller  number  of 
goats  clipped — 2.3  million  head  compared  with  2.5  million  head  in  1951. 
The  average  quantity  of  ha'Xv  per  goat  and  kid  clipped  was  5«3  pounds,  the 
highest  on  record,  compared  with  5.2  pounds  in  1951. 

Stocks  of  Wool  in  the  United  States 
Somewhat  Larger  than  a  Year  Ago 

Dealers  and  manufacturers  in  the  United  States  are  reported  by  the 
Bureau  of  the  Census  to  have  held  205  million  pounds,  scoured  basis,  of 
apparel  and  carpet  wool  as  of  the  end  of  1952.    This  includes  stocks  held 
on  consignment,  stocks  in  process  of  manufacture  up  to  the  carding  oper- 
ation, stocks  held  in  bond,  and  pulled  wool  purchased  by  the  Commodity 
Credit  Corporation  through  the  loan  program;  it  does  not  include  wool  held 
by  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  for  the  Department  of  Defense  and  wool 
held  for  the  account  of  domestic  growers  except  that  held  on  consignment 
for  growers. 

Of  the  total,  162  million  pounds  were  apparel  class  wools  and 
43  million  pounds  were  carpet  class  wools. 

Reported  holdings  of  apparel  class  wools  were  about  20  million 
pounds  below  stocks  at  the  end  of  the  third  quarter  of  1952.    Holdings  of 
domestic  wool  declined  about  10  percent  and  those  of  foreign  wools  about 
lk  percent  during  the  last  3  months  of  1952.    Compared  with  a  year  earlier, 
holdings  at  the  end  of  1952  were  up  15  percent,  reflecting  a  sharp  increase 
in  stocks  of  domestic  wool,  particularly  outside  of  manufacturing  channels. 
These  wools  made  up  about  58  percent  of  total  holdings  compared  with  about 
hk  percent  a  year  earlier.    Holdings  of  foreign  wool  were  down  about  15  per- 
cent from  a  year  earlier. 

Holdings  of  carpet  class  wools,  43  million  pounds,  were  up  from  both 
the  previous  quarter  and  a  year  earlier.    The  increase  during  the  final 
quarter  of  1952  was  about  one-fourth  and  during  the  year  about  one-tenth. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  manufacturers'  holdings  of  apparel  class 
wool  relative  to  the  rate  of  consumption  during  the  last  quarter  of  1952, 
were  lower  than  usual  for  that  time  of  year.    Apparel  wool  holdings  were 
equivalent  to  about  11.2  weeks  of  consumption  compared  with  about  13.4  weeks 
a  year  earlier.    Manufacturers'  holdings  of  carpet  class  wool  relative  to 
the  rate  of  consumption  during  the  final  quarter  of  1952  were  also  lower  than 
usual  for  that  time  of  year,  representing  but  13.7  weeks  of  consumption  com- 
pared with  19.5  a  year  earlier. 
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World  Supply  of  Wool 
larger  this  Season 

The  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural  Relations  has  estimated  wor^d 
production  of  wool  during  the  1952-53  season  at  /,170  million  pounds, 
t-rease  basis,  about  1^0  million  wands  above  the  1951-52  season.    Most  of 
the  estimated  increase  is  in  crossbred  apparel  wool.    The  1952-53  pro- 
duction  is  expected  to  yield  about  2,350  million  wands  of  clean  wool. 

The  carry-over  from  the  1951-52  season  was  also  somewhat  larger  than 
a  year  earlier.     A  large  increase  in  the  Southern  Hemisphere  exporting 
countries  more  than  offset  a  slight  decline  in  the  consuming  countries 
Practically  all  of  the  increase  in  stocks  war  in  Argentina  and  Uruguay 
The  governments  of  both  of  these  Countries  have  taken  stew  to  facilitate 
wool  exports-     Although  a  substantial  Quantity  of  the  excess  carry-over 
has  now  been  disposed  of,  the  remainder  is  still  large. 

Exports  of  Woo]  from  the 
Southern  Hen i sphere  Increase 

Exports  of  wool  from  the  Southern  Hemisphere  surplus -producing 
countries,  except  Hew  Zealand,  during  the  early  months  of  the  present  wool 
marketing  season,  have  been consider  bly  above  last  season  (table  6). 

The  increases  in  exports  frdm  Australia  and  the  Union  of  South 
Africa  reflect  a  more  rapid  marketing  and  shipment  of.: their  clips  than, 
last  season.    The  increase  for  Australia  also  reflects  the  larger  pro- 
duction. •  e 

Experts  from  .Argentina  and  Uruguay  have  been  unusually  large  this 
season.  Substantial  quantities  of  wool  which  had  accumulated  during  the 
iV.so-51  and  1951-52  seasons  have  been  sold  since  last  summer, 

Reports  from  Hew  Zealand  have  beea  substantially  lower  than  in  the 
early  months  of  1951-52.    However,  exports  during  the  early  months  of 
1951-52  were  unusually  large  reflecting  the  .sale  of  1950-51  wool  which  had 
accumulated  as  the  result  of  a  waterfront  strike. 

United  States  Imports  of  Apparel  Wool 
Declined  last  Tear;  Imports  of  Carne t 
T'ool.  Increased  Slightly 

Imnorts  of  wool  for  consumption  last  year  amounted  to  about  367 
pillion  pounds    clean  basis,  or  about  5^5  nillion  pounds  actual  weight  as 
imported.    The  figures  for  1951  were  36l  million  pounds,  clean,  or  W 

f  !  T     V  aC^-  Welf-ht-     "'he  inCreaS9  ia         clean  content  equiva- 
l™LZl    771*  «    !CtS  hi€hev  inr,orts  of  ^tywfrae  (carpet)  wools; 
imports  of  dutiable  (apparel)  wool  were  down  from  the  year  before. 

iRn  n^?f  ^  t0,tal  ilc™rts  in  1952>  249  million  xmnds,  clean  basis,  or 
3H0  million  pounds,  actual  weight,  were  dutiable,  wools  and  119  million 
pounds,  clean  basis,  or  165  million  pounds,  actual;  weight ,  were  duty-free 
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Imports  of  dutiable  wool,  clean  basis,  last  year  were -about 
9  percent  below  1951.    The  decline  reflected  the  drop  in  consumption.  How- 
ever, since  a  large  part  of  the  domestic  clip  was  put  under  loan/  imports 
did  not  drop  .as  much  below  1951  as  consumption.. 

The  imports  of  119.  million  pounds,  clean  basis,  of  duty-free  wools 
were  29  million  pounds,,,  or  about  one -third  above  the  year  before.  The 
increase  reflected  the  higher  rate  of  consumption  in  1952  than  in  1951  and 
a  building  up  of  stocks. 

World  Wool  Consumption  Increased 

Las't  Year  But  Was  Well  Below  19frQ  Record 

.     World  consumption  of  apparel  and  carpet  wool  during  1952  is  tenta- 
tively estimated  by  the  Commonwealth  Economic  Committee  at  2,300  million 
pounds,  clean  basis,  about. 2  percent  above  that  of  1951  but  about  Ik  percent 
below  the  record  of  2, 6?0  million  pounds  in  1950  (table  7).  Consumption 
last  year  was  about  equal  to  production  during  the  1951-52  season,  while 
consumption  in  1951  was  below  current  production  for,  the  first  time  since 
the  end  of  World  War  II. 

The  changes  from  1951  in  consumption  la3t  year  varied  widely  for 
individual  countries.    Substantial  increases  were  indicated  for  Italy,  France, 
Netherlands,  Canada,  and  Japan.    Consumption  in  Germany  increased  slightly, 
while  that  in  the  United  States,  and  the  United  Kingdom  was  down  slightly. 
The  declines  for  Belgium  and.  Australia  were  somewhat  more  substantial. 

Except  for  a  temporary  upswing  in  the  fourth  quarter  of  1950,  world 
consumption  of  wool  declined  continuously  from  the  record  rate  of  the  first 
quarter  of  1950  until  the  third  quarter  of .  1951.    Since  then,  the  rate  of 
consumption  has  trended  upward. and  during  the  final  quarter  of  1952  was  the 
highest  in  2  years,  up  almost  one -third  over  a  year  earlier,  and  well  in 
excess  of  current  production. 

Table  6.-  Exports  of  wool,  actual  weight,  from  .Southern  Hemisphere 
surplus -producing  countries,  1950-51,  1951-52,  and  1952-53 
seasons  through  January  l/ 


Exporting  country  1950-51       I        1951-52       :;'  1952-53 


:  Million  Million  Million 

:  pounds  pounds.  '  pounds 

Argentina  2/                      :          kl                          5  1U2 

Australia  2/                    :  ^75  366  521' 

Hew  Zealand  2j                  '          93  183  • '  110 

Union  of  South  Africa       :  128  111  129 

Uruguay  3/                         :  103                        11  10? 


1/  Season  beginning  July  1  in  Australia,  Hew  Zealand,  and  Union  of  South 
Africa  and  season  beginning  October  1  in  Argentina  and  Uruguay.  . 
2/  Through  December. 
3./  Including  tops  and  noils. 


Compiled  from  reports  of  the  Commonwealth  Economic  Committee. 
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Table  7."  Estimated  world  production  and  consumption 
of  wool,  clean  basis,  1946-52 


Production  l/ 
Consumption 


1946    ;  1947    ;  1948    '  1949    *  1950    ;  1951    J  1952 


Million  Million  Million  Million  Million  Million  Million 

pounds    pounds    P£unds_  pounds^  pounds    pounds  pounds 

2,110     2,125      2,100     2,150     2,199       2,277  2,288 

2,259     2,443      2,547     2,440     2,670       2,250  2/2,300 


1/  Production  during  the  season  beginning  July  1  of  the  previous 
calendar  year. 
2/  Preliminary. 

Compiled  from  reports  of  the  Commonwealth  Economic  Committee. 


Mill  Consumption  of  Apparel  T.»'ool 

in  the  United  States  Declined  Last  Year 


About  347  million  pounds,  scoured  basis,  of  apparel  wool  were- 
used  by  woolen  and  worsted  mills  in  the  United  States  last  year.  The 
greater  part  was  used  in  the  manufacture  of  clothing,  but  substantial 
quantities  were  used  in  the  manufacture  of  blankets,  draperies, 
upholstery,  industrial  felts,  etc.    The  quantity  used  last  year  was 
about  one-  fifth  below  that  of  1951.    A  sharp  drop  in  the  use  of  wool 
for  military  items  last  year  more  than  offset  a  substantial  increase 
for  civilian  goods. 

The  use  of  apparel  wool  by  mills  in  the  United  States  began  to 
decline  early  in  1951,  reached  a  low  point  during  the  first  quarter  of 
1952,  and  then  began  to  trend  upward  (table  8),    Consumption  during  the 
first  quarter  of  I952  was  21  percent  below  that  of  the  first  quarter  of 
1951  and  29  percent  below  that  of  the  same  period  of  1950.    During  the 
last  quarter  of  1952,  however,  the  rate  of  mill  use  was  13  percent  above 
that  of  the  same  period  of  1951  and  only  13  percent  below  that  of  the 
like  period  of  1950.    Consumption  during  January  1953  was  at  a  weekly 
rate  of  6.9  million  oounds,  compared  with  6.7  million  pounds  during 
December  1952  and  5.9  million  pounds  during  January  1952. 

The  trend  of  apparel  wool  consumption  in  the  United  States  over 
the  last  two  years  reflects  the  changes  in  civilian  and  military  use. 
The  use  of  apparel  wool  for  civilian  goods  began  to  decline  in  late  1950, 
reached  the  low  of  the  decline  late  in  the  rummer  of  1951,  and  then  be- 
gan to  trend  slowly  upward.    Mill  use  of  apparel  wool  for  military  items, 
on  the  other  hand,  began  to  increase  shortly  after  the  outbreak  of 
hostilities  in  Xorea,  reached  a  peak  at  about  the  time  of  the  low  point 
in  the  civilian  usage,  and  then  began  to  decline. 
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The  use  of  apparel  wool  for  military  items  probably  accounted  for 
less  than  one-tenth  of  the  total  use  in  1950,  about  two-fifths  of  the 
total  quantity  used  in  1951,  and  not  more  than  one-fifth  of  the  quantity 
used  in  1952. 

About  52.1  percent  of  the  apparel  wool  used  by  woolen  and  worsted 
mill?:  last  year  consisted  of  60*  s  and  finer  wool,  the  lowest  since  the 
war  years  (table  9).    The  percentage  in  1951  was  56.5,  and  the  postwar 
peak  was  62.6  in  1948. 

Only  54.8  percent  of  the  total  quantity  was  consumed  on  the  worsted 
system  last  year,  the  lowest  since  World  War  II  (table  10).    The  postwar 
peak  was  6?. 3  percent  in  1950.    The  decline  over  the  last  two  years  reflects 
a  fashion  change  and  the  much  larger  inventory  accumulation  of  worsteds  than 
of  woolens  following  Korea.  . 


Table  9.~  Percentage  distribution  of  apparel  wool  consumption 
by  grades,  United  States,  1946-52 


Grade 

:  1946 

•  • 

:    1947  : 

1948 

:  1949 

:  1950 

:  1951 

:  1952 

;  Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

60 »s  and  finer 

54.8 

62,2 

62.6 

54.6 

56.3 

58.5 

52.1 

50»s  up  to  60»s 

:  31.3 

25.6 

26.9 

35-4 

34.5 

32.8 

34.9 

48  Ts  and  coarser 

13.9 

12.2 

10.5 

10.0 

9.2 

8.7 

13.0 

Total  j 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

Derived  from  reports  of  the 

Bureau  of 

the  Census. 

Table  10.-  Percentage  distribution  of  apparel  wool  consumption  on  woolen  and 

worsted  systems,  United  utates,  1946-52 


.System 

:  1946 

:    1947  : 

1948 

:  1949 

:  1950 

:  1951 

:  1952 

:  Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Worsted 

'  56.9 

64.0 

65.8 

59.1 

67*3 

58.9 

54.8 

Woolen  : 

43.1 

36.0 

34.2 

40.9 

32.7 

41.1 

45.2 

Total  < 

100.0 

1C0.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

Derived  from  reports  of  the 

Bureau  of 

Census. 
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Use  of  Carpet  Wool 

in  the  United  States  Increases 

Domestic  woolen  and  worsted  mills  used  116  million  pounds,  scoured 
"basis,  of  wool  last  year  in  the  manufacture  of  floor  coverings.    The  1952 
figure  was  llf-  percent  or  about  Ik  million  pounds,  over  the  quantity  used 
in  1951.    However,  it  was  about  two-fifths  less  than  the  quantity  used  in 
1950. 

Consumption  of  carpet  wool  in  the  United  States  during  World  War  II 
was  restricted  to  about  k.O  percent  of  prewar.    With  the  end  of  hostilities 
in  19^5 )  however,  use  of  carpet  wool-  increased  sharply  and  reached  a  peak 
in  19*4-8.    Mill  use  during  the  next  two  years,  although  slightly  lower  than 
in  19^8,  was  at  a  high  rate.    However,  the  rate  of  consumption  began  to 
decline  late  in  1950  and  reached  the  low  of  a  very  sharp  decline  during  the 
summer  of  1951  (table  8).    The  rate  of  consumption  during  the  third  quarter 
of  1951  was  less  than  one -fourth  that  of  the  same  months  of  the  year  before. 
Mill  use  has  trended  slowly  upward  since  then,  except  for  a  sharp  drop 
associated  with  a  strike  at  several  carpet  weaving  plants  in  June -July  1952. 
The  rate  of  consumption  during  the  last  quarter  of  1952  was  about  65  percent 
above  that  of  the  fourth  quarter  of  1951  but  about  one-fifth  below  that  of 
the  final  quarter  of  1950.    The  use  of  carpet  wool  by  mills  during  January 
1953  was  at  a  rate  of  2,7  million  pounds  per  week,  down  slightly  from  that 
of  2.9  million  pounds  during  December  1952,  but  almost  one-fourth  over  the 
rate  of  January  1952. 

The  sharp  drop  in  the  use  of  carpet  wool  in  the  United  States  after 
1950  reflected  lower  retail  sales,  a  reduction  in  inventories, •  and  a  sharp 
increase  in  the  use  of  rayon,  cotton,  and  other  materials  in  the  manufacture 
of  soft  surface  floor  coverings  not  only  by  the'  woolen  and  worsted  systems 
but  also  by  other  segments  of  the  textile  industry  (table  ll). 

Output  of  Yarn 

Declined  Last  Year 

Woolen  and  worsted  mills  in  the  United  States  produced  677  million 
pounds  of  yarn  (regardless  of  fiber  content)  last  year.    This  was  25  million, 
pounds  below  the  quantity  produced  in  1951  and  133  million  pounds  under 
1950  production. 

Carpet  yarns  accounted  for  135  million  pounds  of  the  total.  This 
was  less  than  one  million  pounds  below  the  quantity  produced  in  1951  but 
about  one -third  less  than  in  1950,  when  20k  million  pounds  were  produced. 

About  5^2  million  pounds  of  yarn  other  than  carpet  were  produced  by 
woolen  and  worsted  mills  in  1952.    This  was  25  million  pounds  below  1951  and 
6k  million  below  1950. 

Only  36  percent  of  the  yarn  other  than  carpet  produced;  in  1952  was 
spun  on  the  worsted  (Bradford,  French,  and  other)  system,  compared  with 
39  percent  in  1951  and  kl  percent  in  1950.    Weaving  yarn  accounted  for 
8k  percent  of  the  total  in  1952  compared  with  86  percent  in  1951  and  83  per- 
cent in  1950. 


rH 

CO 

-P 

o 

Ph 

H 

3 


CD 

•H 
P>H 


|> 

+3 

O 

o 

s 

Ph 

p 

P 

o 

o 

C 

Ph 

CM 

UA 

1 

P* 

O 

P< 

-p* 

ITS 

0) 

o 

ON 

tjfl 

p 

P 

o 

< 

Ph 

Cm 

-d 

8 

p 

-d  0 

1 

o 

CP  -P 

0! 

3  p 

co  p 

p 

O  * 

>> 

P 

o 

O  | 

Ph 

tO  CD 

U  -P 

CD  CO 

,£>  |>a 

•h  ro 

Cm 

P 

-d 

Ph 

o 

Cm  CD 

< 

Ph 

O  P 

CO 

P  rH 

°  2 

•H  £ 

•P 

P 

P  xl 

o 

&  P 

1 

Ph 

•H  CO 

$H 

P 

ro 

tH 

P 

>d 

o 

Ph 

CD 

00 

CO 

•P 

a 

CD 

a 

p 

O 

1 

o 

5h 

Ph 

CD 

Ph 

o  o  o 

d  d  d 
g  o  o 

HHH 


o  o  o 

d  d  d 

o  o  o 


o  o  o 

d  d  d 

ooo 

H  HH 


o  o  o 

d  d  d 
ooo 


o  c  o 

d  d  d 

ooo 

r— t  i— I  H 


OOO 

d  d  d 
ooo 

rH   rH  rH 


ooo 

d  d  d 
ooo 

rH  rH  rH 


OOO 

d  d  d 

OOO 
HHH 


OOO 

d  d  o" 

ooo 

rH  rH  rH 


ooo 

d  o"  d 
ooo 


ooo 


o  o 
o  o 

H  H 


o 
o 

H 


ooo 

d  d  d 

ooo 

H  H  H 


ooo 

d  d  d 
o  o  o 


CM  lf\  O 
ON-d-  ro 


OJ  co  on 
-3-  ON  ro 


UA  UN 

_3"  _d"  -3- 

t—vo  c- 


00  UA  C~ 

vc  ir\  ro 
r-NO  c— 


l/A-d   U  x 

CO  S-s* 
r—  ua  c— 


-d"  CM  -d- 

00  ^O*  r— 
r-  ua  r— 


UA  C~-  H 

ltnco  -d-" 
r—  ro 


H  O  00 
OA  CVJ  CM* 

r—  lt\  o- 


CO  MD  CM 

H  -3"  On 

oo  uA^O 


NO  O  UN 

rH  ro  H 
co  ^  t — 


CM  UN  if> 
H  CM  H 

co  r—  t— 


ro-d  CM 

C  rim 

CO  t-  C- 


m  on  -d- 

d  ro  d 
co  r- 


o  co  • 

ro  ro  ro 


t-  r--d 

CM  ro-d- 

H  o  r- 
ro  CM  -d 


ro-d-  -d- 
ro  cm  -d- 


OJ  H  H 
ro  OJ  -d" 

NO  CO  tP> 
-d"  CM  CM 


ro  ro  CM 


coco  ir- 
on co  cm 

rH  NO  J* 

,  o  ro-d- 


O  IAO 
co  ro_d 


_=f-  ro-=r 

ro  ro  o  » 

uO  CO  -d" 
ro  CM  CM 


-4-  IPs  0\ 
ro  CVJ  CM 


C"—  LT\  CO 
ON  CO  UA 

r— ao 

CO  UA  -d* 

CVI  ro  UA 

d  r-*-  Jt 

r-co  NO 
ON  NO*  UA 


CO  UA  CO 
ON  CO  U"\ 

r—  o  .  o 

CO  UA  vd 


UA  rH  O 

H  r>  i  O 

rH  rH  rH 


rH  UA  ro 

d  co  co 

rH 

CM  CM  CO 
OA  ON  UA 


4H  O 

.•      •  • 

ON  On  uA 


r—  On  CO 
OA  CO  -d 

CM  MD  CO 
On  OA  UN 


CO  CM  CO 
A 


O 
H 


00  VO 
UA  O  UA 

CM  rH 


ro  UA  ro 

CM*  !>*-NO* 
H  H  H 


CO  UN 
O*  CM*  -=f 

OJ  rH 


CM  UA  OA 
t —  H  ro 

CM  rH 


CO  t"—  { — 
ua  t —  ro 

CM  r-< 


r-j-  ro 


UN  rH  CM 
0O  rH 


UA  rH  OA 

uA  r—  O 

CO  rH 


UA  OA-tf 
-d-  H  ro 

CO  rH 


OD  -=f  C— 

ro  OA  CO 

CM  rH 


-4  O  CO 
ro  Ol  r~ 

CM  rH 


O  -d  CO 

ro  ro  co 

H  rH 

O  CO  CM 

-d  CO  NO 
rH  rH 


C- 


cvj  H  r~ 

.      rH  rH 


O  rH  CM 
rH  UA  UA  uA 

CO  ON  ON  ON 
-P  rH  rH  rH 

O 
Eh 


CD 

'd  CD 
(D  ^3 

rH  CO 
rH 

rs  0 

Ph£ 

-d 

P  Hi 

cvj  O 


a 

rH 

O 

cn 


O  rH  CM 
rH  UA  UA  UA 

o  On  On  on 

O  rH  H  rH 


rH 

O 

o 
> 

O  rH  OJ 
U  uA  UA  UA 
0  OA  ON  ON 

XI  rH  H  rH 

-P 

O 


I 

o 

o 

rH 

0  HI 

Sh 

rH 

-d  o 

P  o 

co  > 

■d  "d  O  rH  OJ 

0  0  UA  UA  UA 

K  ro  On  ctn  on 

3  ro  H  H  H 

0  0 


rd 

0 
rH 

Ph 
CO 
•p 

ro 

_    ri  O   rH  CM 

P  0  uA  U"N  UA 
O  Xi  ON  ON  ON 
>i  P  HHH 
CO  O 
JXL 


H  CM  O 

CM*  ro  OJ 

rH  OJ  -d- 

OJ  CO  rH 


AO  OA 
CM  CO 


O  CO 
ro  ro 


r—  ro 
OJ* 

OJ  -d- 


-d 


UN  O 
OJ*  -3 


CO 

p 

ro 
P 
0 
o 

0 

cm 

O 

P 
CO 

I 

Ph 

0 

cm 

O 

CO 

p 

M 

O 
Ph 
0 
5h 

O 

u 

cm 


rd 
0 
> 
•rH 
CM  M 
0 

R 


CO 


ro  CM  O 
OJ  ro  rH 


VQ  _d  r- 
CM  CM 


OA 
CO 
ON 


Cm 

O 

P 

o 

P0 

•H 

f~  OA  LfN  H 

0 

OJ  rH  rH  rO 
CO 
rM 


r— -d  ^J- 

OJ  CM  CM 


rH  [ —  CM 
CO  OJ  OJ 


rH 

0 
rO 
•H 

Cm 
£h 

0 

Q 


O  rH  CM 
UA  UA  U^ 
OA  OA  ON 
HHH 


H 

a 

•H 

cm 
0 

-d 

ro 

< 

^1 


APEIL  1953 


-  20  - 


The  lower  output  of  yarn  last  year  reflected  the  lower  rate  of 
spinning  during  the  first  half  of  the  year  than  in  the  same  period  of 
1951  (tables  12  and  13).    Yarn  other  than  carpet  during  the  first  half 
of  the  year  was  spun  at  a  rate  13  percent  below  that  of  the  same  period 
of  1951  but  during  the  second  half  of  the  year  it  was  almost  6  percent 
over  that  of  the  year  before.    About  one-fourth  less  carpet  yarn  was  spun 
during  the  first  half  of  1952  than  during  1951  but  during  the  second  half 
of  the  year  it  exceeded  the  1951  rate  by  over  one-half. 

Output  of  Woolen  and  Worsted 
Fabric  Declined  Last  Year 

Output  of  woolen  and  worsted  woven  fabric  (fabric  principally  wool, 
reprocessed  wool,  or  reused  wcol)  last  year  totaled  35*+  million  finished 
linear  yards.    Production  was  375  million  yards  during  1951  and  k29  mil- 
lion in  1950. 

Output  during  the  first  and  second  quarters  last  year  was  9  and 
16  percent  below  the  corresponding  quarters  of  1951.    During  the  third 
and  fourth  quarters,  however,  it  was  3  and  k  percent  above  a  year  earlier 
(table  Ik). 

Of  the  total  yardage  of  woven  fabric  produced  last  year,  309  million 
yards  were  apparel  fabric  and  k^>  million  non-apparel.    The  corresponding 
1951  yardages  were  316  and  59  million  yards,  while  those  for  1950  were 
359  and  70  million. 

Of  the  total  yardage  of  apparel  fabric  woven  last  year,  67  million 
-yards  or  22  percent  were  produced  toward  Government  orders  compared  with 
10U  million  yards,  or  33  percent,  in  1951.    The  percentage  in  195°  was 
about  3  percent.    Government  orders  accounted  for  a  post-Korea  peak  of 
51  percent  of  apparel  fabric  output  during  the  third  quarter  of  1951  "bu't 
have  since  declined  sharply.    They  accounted  for  only  lk  percent  of  out- 
put during  the  final  quarter  of  1952  (table  15 ) , 

Output  of  civilian  apparel  fabric  last  year  was  about  lh  percent 
above  that  of  1951;  reflecting  increases  of  22  percent  for  women's  and 
children's  wear  and  of  5  percent  for  men's  and  boys'  wear.    Output  of 
men's  and  boys'  wear  fabric  during  the  second  half  of  1952  was  63  percent 
in  excess  of  that  of  a  year  earlier,  but  during  the  first  half  of  the  year 
it  was  about  one-fourth  below  1951  output.    Production  of  women's  and 
children's  wear  fabric  during  the  first  half  of  the  year  was  13  percent 
below  a  year  earlier,  but  in  July-December  was  71  percent  above  the  same 
period  of  1951. 

Fifty-two  percent  of  the  output  of  apparel  fabric  in  1951  was 
woolens  and  the  remainder  worsteds  (table  16) .    Last  year,  however,  the 
proportions  changed  greatly,  woolens  accounting  for  6h  percent  of  the 
total  and  worsteds  for  only  36  percent.    The  shift  occurred  in  all  of  the 
major  categories  but  was  particularly  noticeable  for  men's  and  boys'  wear 
fabrics . 
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Table  13.-  Woolen  and  worsted  yarn  output  in  United  States  in  1952 


as 

percent  of  J 

-951 

lam 

:  Jan*  -Mar »: 

e  « 

Apr. -Jane: 

• 

July-Sept* ; 

Oct. -Dec. : 

Jan. -Dec 

:  Pere;enb 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Carpet 

70,4 

73,1 

161.0 

.151.6 

99.5 

Other  than  carpet 

89.0 

84.8 

103,5 

107.8 

95,6 

Worsted 

:  78,6 

73,9 

103,3 

113.8 

90.2 

Woolen 

j  96,0 

92,5 

103  c  6 

104.5 

99-0 

Derived  from  reports  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 

Table  lU.-  Woolen  and  worsted  fabric  production  in  United  States  during 

1952  as  percent  of  1951 


Fabric  ; 

• 

Jan. -Mar « t 

Apr. -June: 

July-Sept, : 

• 
• 

Oct. -Dec. : Jan. -Dec 

• 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Woven  fabric  ( except  felt)  ; 

91^1 

83  c  8 

103.2 

104.4 

94.2 

Apparel  : 

92,6 

87.0 

111.2 

106.0 

97c  5 

Woolen  : 

,  107.2 

116.0 

146.8 

122,5 

120.7 

Worsted  : 

77.3 

65»0 

76,2 

84*3 

72.6 

Government  orders 

.  247.3 

67*3 

41.5 

35.0 

64-4 

Woolen 

:  463.9 

100  oO 

67.9 

36,4 

79.2 

Worsted 

;  176.6 

59*3 

29.3 

33.7 

53.6 

Other  than  Government 

orders 

;  72,2 

96.0 

182.7 

155.5 

113.7 

Woolen 

'  87.3 

120,4 

195.4 

166.2 

135.0 

Worsted 

:  55.2 

68.2 

136,7 

136.5. 

85.5 

Men*s  and  toys' 

:  66.0 

92.3 

161,9 

164.6 

104.9 

Woolen 

s  85.2 

135.9 

215.6 

217.4 

144.4 

Worsted 

:  54.1 

69,8 

126,6 

136.8 

83.8 

Women's  and  children's 

i  79.1 

102,4 

201.9 

149.3 

122.4 

Woolen 

:  88.4 

112.5 

188.1 

151.8 

132.7 

Worsted 

;  58.4 

63.8 

173.9 

135.7 

90.9 

Non-apparel 

1  81.9 

68.0 

64c  9 

94.8 

76.6 

Blanketing 

1  127,8 

68.0 

57.4 

88.7 

80.0 

Government  orders 

:  450.9 

32,0 

24.7 

65.7 

53.6 

Other  than  Government 

orders 

:  85,3 

111.2 

129.8 

116,4 

108,6 

Other  non-apparel 

:  55.6 

68.1 

78,3 

105.2 

72.6 

Woven  felt 

:  61.7 

63.6 

76.5 

112.1 

75.3 

Derived  from  reports  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census, 
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Table  15,-  Percent  of  woolen  and  worsted  apparel  fabric  and  blanketing 
produced  toward  Government  orders,  1950-52 


1/  Not  available , 
Derived  from  reports  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 


Type 
of 
fabric 

;      1950       ;  1951 

;  1952 

:  1st 
;  half  ; 

:  2nd    1  1st 
half  :  qtr.  1 

;  2nd 
qtr. 

3rd    ;  4th  ; 
qtr.  •  qtr. 

1st; 
qtr. 

:  2nd    ;  3rd 
qtr.    '  qtr. 

• 

4th 
qtr. 

Apparel  ! 
Blanketing  : 

?0t.      Pet.      Pet.      Pet,      Pot.      Pet.      Pet.      Pot.      Pet.  Pet. 
2.4       2.6      12.3      31.2      50,6      kl.l      31.1      24.1      19.0  I3.5 
ll        1/     11-7     56.0     69.8     54,2     41.5     26.4     30.O  40.2 

Output  of  blanketing  amounted  to  25  million  yards  in  1952,  one-fifth 
less  than  in  1951  and  accounted  for  56  percent  of  the  45  million  yards  of 
non-apparel  fabric  produced  lest  year.    The  drop  in  output  of  blanketing 
reflected  a  drop  of  over  two-fifths  in  output  toward  Government  orders.  Out- 
put of  civilian  blanketing  was  up  almost  one-tentn  from  1951. 

In  addition  to  the  above  yardage  of  woven  fabrics,  woolen  and  worsted 
weavers  produced  8-5  million  pounds  of  woven  felt,  a  decline  of  about  one- 
fourth  from  1951.    Papermakers ;  felt  made  up  about  three -fourths  of  the  total 
compared  with  about  seven-tenths  the  year  before. 

Qjltt_ings  of  Men's 
Tailored  CJLo  thing 

During  1952,  manufacturers  of  men's  tailored  clothing  cut  15.1  million 
regular-weight  suits,  4,2  million  summer-weight  suits,  1,0  million  overcoats, 
4.3  million  topcoats,  and  45.9  million  pairs  of  separate  dress  and  sport 
trousers  (table  17),  -  7 

The  1952  production  pattern  was  somewhat  mixed  compared  with  1951. 
Cuttings  of  men's  suits,  both  regular  and  summer -weight,  and  overcoats  were 
less  than  in  1951,    The  decline  in. cuttings  of  suits  reflected  declines  in 
cuttings  from  fabric  containing  50  percent  or  more  wool;  cuttings  frcm 
other  fabrics  increased  over  bobh  1950  and  1951. 

Trouser  and  topcoat  cuttings  last  year,  however,  increased  over  1951 
but  were  below  1950.    In  the  case  of  trousers,  increases  were  indicated  for 
all  fabrics  but  the  increase  from  fabrics  containing  50  uercent  or  more  wool 
was  somewhat  greater  than  the  increase  in  out  tic -3  s  from  cchei  fabrics, 
Relative  to  1950,  however,  cuttings  from  wool  fabric  were  down  almost  one- 
third,  while  cuttings  from  other  fabrics  were  up  over  one -fifth. 
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Table  17.  -  Cutting*  of  specified  items  of  men's  tailored  clothing,  United  States, 

.'  •     '  •   ..  I95O-52 


! 

Number  of  garments  cut 

Percentage  change  in  weekly 
average  rates 

Type  of  garment 

1950 
(52  weeks) 

:     1951  i 

;      (52  weeks) 

1952 
(52  weeks) 

!       1951  from 

1950 

:      1952  from 
1951 

t  Thousands 

Thousands 

Thousands 

Percent 

Percent 

Suits,  total 

Kaoti  Lai*  -wta  i  oh  t, 

50  percent  or  more  wool  l/ 
Other 

23,695 
19,110 
!  18,789 
321 

19,559 
15,2U2 
H»,037 
1,205 

19,306 
15,059 
13,808 
1,251 

-17.5 
-20.2 
-25.3 
♦275."* 

-1.3 
-1.2 
-1.6 
+3.8 

SumBsr-velght 

50  percent  or  more  wool  l/ 
Other 

1»,585 
2,256 
2,329 

1*,317 
1,512 
2,805 

*>,2l*7 
1,170 
3,077 

-5-9 
-33.0 
+20.1* 

-1.6 
.    .  -22.6 
+9-7 

Separate  drees  and  sport  trousers 
50  percent  or  more  wool  l/ 
Rayon 
Cotton 

J 

Overooate  and  topcoats  : 

1*6,998 
21,275 
22,860 
2,863 

39,010 
11,968 
2U,75U 
2,288 

1*5,861* 
1U,828 
28,292 
2,7kk 

-17.0 
-1*3.8 
+8.3 
-20.1 

+17.6 
+23.9 
+ll».  3 
+19.9 

(  6,550 

5,5*0 

5,312 

-15.  k' 

-k.l 

1/  The  olaesifloation  for  1950  read  "25  percent  or  more  wool." 


Compiled  from  reports  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 


Table  18.-  Percentage  distribution  of  cuttings  of  men's  tailored  clothing,  by  fiber 
content  and  type  of  garment,  United  States,  1951  and  1952 


Type  of  garment 

Jan. 

-Mar. 

Apr. 

-June 

July -Sept. 

:  Oct. 

-Dec. 

Jan. 

-Deo. 

;  1951  ; 

1952 

1951 : 

1952 

1951 : 

1952 

1951  ; 

1952 

1951  ; 

1952 

■  Peroent  Percent  Peroent 

Percent  Percent 

Peroent  Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Suits 

Regular- we  igh t 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

50  percent  or  more  wool 

95.6 

91.8 

92.8 

91.3 

89. U 

91.2 

90.5 

92.3 

92.5 

91.7 

Other 

k.k 

:  8.2 

7.2 

8.7 

10.6 

8.8 

9.5 

7.7 

7-5 

8.3 

Summer-weight 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

50  percent  or  mora  wool 

38.9 

3"*.l 

32.9 

19.7 

25.1 

23.  >♦ 

33.2 

26.6 

3»*-9 

27.5 

Other  (primarily  rayon  and 

nylon) 

61.1 

1 

65.9 

67.1 

80.3 

7^.9 

76.6 

66.8 

T\.k 

65.1 

72.5 

Separate  dress  and  sport  trousers 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

Cotton 

k.2 

l*.l 

5.8 

6.6 

8.2 

6.9 

5.3 

6.3 

5.7 

6.0 

Rayon  1 

6k.  0 

66.1 

67.1 

65.5 

60.2 

56.6 

61.7 

58.2 

63.5 

61.7 

50  percent  or  more  wool  1 

31.8 

29.8 

27.1 

27.9 

31.6 

36.5 

33.0 

35.5 

30.8 

32.3 

Derived  from  reports  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 


Table  19.-  Percentage  change  In  weekly  average  rates  of  cuttings  of  men's  tailored  clothing 
In  United  States  by  fiber  content  and  type  of  garment,  1952  from  1951 


Type  of  garment  : 

* 

Jan. -Mar. 

:     Apr. -June 

1  S 
July-Sept.  : 

Oct. -Dec. 

:      Jan. -Deo. 

Peroent 

Percent 

Peroent 

Percent 

Percent 

: 

Suits,  total  t 

-23.6 

-11*.  2 

+15.9 

+39.3 

-1.3 

Regular- weight  : 

-22.6 

-16.8 

+11*. 8 

+37.1 

-1.2 

50  peroent  or  more  wool  : 

-25.6 

-18.1 

+17.0 

+1*0.0 

-1.6 

Other  : 

+1*3.2 

-0.1 

-1*.0 

+10.1 

+3.8 

Summer-weight  : 

-26.1 

-5.U 

+21*.  7 

+1*7.6 

-1.6 

50  peroent  or  more  wool  : 

-35.2 

-1*3.3 

+16.1 

+26.9 

-22.6 

Other  : 

-20.3 

+13.2 

♦27.6 

+57-9 

+9.7 

Separate  dress  and  sport  trousers  : 

-*.7 

+20.6 

+26.1 

+38.5 

+17.6 

50  percent  or  more  wool  : 

-10.7 

+2l*.0 

+1*5-3 

+1*8.9 

+23.9 

Rayon  : 

-1.6 

+17.8 

+18.6 

+30.7 

+ll*.  3 

Cotton  : 

-7.1 

+36.8 

+6.9 

+63.9 

+19.9 

Overcoats  and  topcoats  • 

-28.2 

-20.2 

+9.9 

+33-9 

-U.l 

Derived  from  reports  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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Cutting  activity  for  all  classes  of  men^s  tailored  clothing  began 
to  increase  over  a  year  earlier  during  the  summer  months  (tables  18  and 
19) «    Except  for  summer-weight  suits,  the  increases  for  cuttings  from 
wool  fabrics  were  greater  than  those  from  other  fabrics. 

Consumer  .Expenditures  for  Clothing 
Increased  Slightly  last  Year 

Consumers  in  the  United  States  spent  almost  3. percent  more  for 
clothing  last  year  than  the  year  before*    Clothing  prices  last  year 
averaged  about  1  percent  lower  than  in  1951. 

The  increase  last  year,  however,  was  less  than  the  increase  in 
both  disposable  income  and  total  consumer  expenditure.  Consequently, 
during  1952  the  proportion  of  disposable  income  spent  for  clothing  and 
the  proportion  of  total  expenditure  accounted  for  by  clothing  continued 
the  declines  which  began  in  1947  (table  20) a    The  proportions  in  1952 
were  down  about  one-fourth  from  those  of  1946  and  were  below  the  1935~39 
averages » 


Table  20.-  Expenditure  for  clothing  related  to  disposable  income  and 
consumer  personal  expenditure.  United  States, 
average  1935-39,  annual  1946-52 

Expenditure  for  clothing  as 

percent  of   

Consumer 


Year  : 

Disposable 
:  income 
per  person 

Dollars 

1935-39  average  : 

506 

1946  : 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952  1/ 

1,108 
:  1,160 

:  1,267 
:  1.238 
:  1,336 
:  19438 
1,472 

Consumer 
personal 
expenditure 
per  person 

Dollars 


486 

1,024 
1,133 
1,196 
1,194 
1,263 
1,329 
1,359 


Disposable 
income 

^ercent 


8.09 

9o63 
9.38 
8.96 
8.-44 
7.58 
7.36 
7.25 


personal 
expenditure. 
Percent 

8.42 

10.42 
9.61 
9.49 
8.75 
8.02 
7.96 
7.86 


Derived  from  data  of  U,  S.  Department  of  Commerce. 
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